Dear [Add name of Councillor here]
I am writing as someone who values the work of Sandwell Visually Impaired (SVI) and the difference it makes to blind and visually impaired people across Sandwell.
I understand that SVI is currently facing significant uncertainty regarding its future staffing arrangements. Without these decisions being made, the organisation cannot plan a head or apply for the long-term funding needed to secure its future.
SVI is much more than a local charity. It is user led, which puts it in a unique position to empower and engage with other blind and visually impaired people, as experts by experience. It provides practical and peer support, friendship, digital inclusion, accessible information and volunteering opportunities. It helps people remain independent after sight loss. Its work also reduces pressure on Adult Social Care and the NHS by providing support before people reach crisis point.
I am asking for your support so that:
· decisions regarding SVI's seconded staff are made without further delay;
· the wider value SVI brings to Sandwell is recognised as part of those decisions;
· SVI is given the opportunity and stability needed to secure long-term external funding.

Add your voice
Please tell your local councillor or MP why SVI matters to you by answering one of the following questions
· How has SVI helped you or a family member with their sight loss journey?
· Has SVI reduced loneliness or improved your confidence?
· Has it helped you learn new digital skills?
· Have you volunteered with SVI or Sandwell Talking News?
· Has SVI helped you with education, training or employment?
· Has your organisation worked with SVI to make services more accessible?


Thank you for taking the time to read my letter. I hope you will support Sandwell Visually Impaired and help ensure this important community organisation to continue to serve blind and visually impaired people across Sandwell.

Yours sincerely,

Name:

Postcode:
 
